











St. Joseph’s Hospital, Elliot Lake, Ontario

supportive of the struggling Camillus Centre and in 1987
the Ontario Ministry of Health finally initiated a funding
formula and operational budget for the Centre.

In the Fall of 1989 the Ontario Ministry of Health
announced that it was expanding addiction services
in Elliot Lake and the previously submitted Camillus
Centre Detox proposal was accepted by the government.
A 1990 feasibility study, commissioned by the
Administrator Sr. Sarah Quackenbush and the Board
of Directors, had recommended the establishment of a
number of new programs for Elliot Lake as well as the
expansion of the Camillus Centre. In 1991 the Ministry
of Health accepted these findings and committed one
million dollars for capital construction of the new
facility with an additional one million dollars in annual
operational funds.

The former Oaks Hotel was approved as the new site
for these services: an expanded Camillus Residential
Treatment program (with double the capacity, i.e. 50
beds), the Oaks Withdrawal Management Services
(monitored medical detoxification) sponsored by the
Hospital and a partnership with the Elliot Lake Family
Life Centre (out-patient youth and seniors programs)
separately funded by the then Ministry of Social Services.
The irony of the situation was not left unnoticed—that
a former hotel and pub was now a centre to help those
suffering from addictions. However, thus was the nature
and resiliency of the people of Elliot Lake.

The green light to proceed was not received until 1993.
The city of Elliot Lake had seized the Oaks Hotel for
back taxes and turned it over to St. Joseph’s Hospital
for the project. Construction was initiated for the $3
million renovation of this former hotel into a 42,000
square foot modern health care facility for the treatment
of drug and alcohol addictions. Bonnie Jean Wilson was
hired as a project manager to oversee the Oaks Centre

reconstruction. The contractor was Gerry Dufresne of
Tribury Construction Limited from Sudbury, Ontario.
Of the $3 million construction cost, $2 million was
provided by the Ontario Hydro Elliot Lake Economic
Diversification Fund. The architect for the project,
Blaine Nichols, of Nichols, Yallowerga Bélanger
Architects remarked that the challenge was “to
redevelop an abandoned rundown hotel into a modern
community building.”"”

The 21¢FLDO
September 20, 1994, with Roland Aube, the Chair of the
Board of Trustees acting as the Master of Ceremonies.
The blessing was conducted by Bishop Bernard Pappin.
The ribbon cutting ceremony was shared by Sr. Mildred
Connelly, General Superior of the Sisters of St. Joseph, the
Honourable Shelly Martel and Mayor George Farkouh.

Many donated to the expansion of the Camillus Centre
and the new Oaks location including corporations, local
service clubs, the Camillus Centre Alumni and the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Sault Ste. Marie.

Camillus Centre Directors: (located at the former
nursing residence)
Sr. Jean Doyle

Sr. Mae Kierans

1984 — 1989
1989 — 1995

Oaks Centre and Camillus Centre Administrators*
Art McCord ~ Appointed Director of the new
detox from 1995 —2002.

Jim Ng ~ Appointed first Administrator of The
Oaks itself after it opened in 1995

Debbie Milne ~ Manager of the Camillus Centre
from 1997 — 2005

Ralph Regis ~ Director of the detox and Camillus
Centre) from 2010-2018

Barbara Ridley ~ Director of the detox and
Camillus Centre from 2018 to present.

* The list of Administrators/Directors & managers
was prepared using files from the HR department of
the hospital and the memory of some of the former
CEOs. ltis as accurate as could be determined at
this time, however, the more important purpose of
the list is to acknowledge and honour those who
worked to make this treatment centre a vibrant
reality.
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St. Joseph’s Hospital, Elliot Lake, Ontario

ST. JOSEPH’'S MANOR

As a town, Elliot Lake fell on a particularly challenging
time in the early 1990s when the last mines ceased
operations and closed for good. It could no longer
be dubbed a “mining town.” Since then, and with
considerable success, the town promoted itself as a
retirement community hoping to attract seniors looking
to stretch their retirement savings.

Elliot Lake Retirement Living, a not-for-profit
organization responsible for marketing the city to
50-plus retirees, manages more than 1,500 units of rental
properties once owned by the area’s mining companies.
Rents ranged from $600 a month for a two-bedroom
apartment to $875 a month for a three-bedroom home.'®
They were successful and soon the senior’s population of
Elliot Lake was one of the largest per capita in the province.

This success also highlighted an urgent unmet need in the
area for a long term care home. The growing population
of frail and elderly citizens exceeded those that could be
provided for in private homes or appropriately met in an
active treatment hospital.

Sr. Sarah Quackenbush and the Board of Directors
prepared the initial groundwork to meet this need and
planning for the new Manor began in earnest in 1995.
However, the project did not get off the ground until the
MOHLTC (Ministry of Health and Long Term Care)
proposed 20,000 new long term care beds in the province
as a whole. St. Joseph’s Manor subsequently applied
for 80 beds but was awarded only 32, however, shortly
afterwards the ministry awarded an additional 32 bed for
the proposed home. Constructions began in 2001. The
architectural firm was Nichols, Yallowerga Bélanger
Architects and construction of the $9 million project was
undertaken by Kona Builders Ltd. of Sudbury.

With a great deal of consultation from the management
team of the hospital and the board, St. Joseph’s Manor
opened it’s doors in November, 2002. Again the Sisters
helped to finance this much needed facility.

St. Joseph’s Manor Administrators

2002 - 2013 Susan Clayton
2013 - 2017 Wilma Flinkert
2017 to Present Cynthia Farquhar

THE CATHOLIC HEALTH SPONSORS OF
ONTARIO (CHSO)

Around 1996, in the face of diminishing resources and
personnel, a movement began among some Religious
Congregations to look for an alternate way to continue
to sponsor the Catholic health care institutions they
had founded. The Sisters of St. Joseph of Sault Ste.
Marie (founders and sponsors of St. Joseph’s General
Hospital, Elliot Lake), along with the Sisters of St.
Joseph of Toronto, the Grey Sisters of the Immaculate
Conception from Pembroke, with the help of the
Catholic Health Association of Ontario came together to
develop a new model of Catholic Sponsorship in order
to continue the legacy of their Founding Sisters and to
strengthen existing Catholic health care. As a result of
this collaboration, The Catholic Health Corporation of
Ontario (now the Catholic Health Sponsors of Ontario)
came into being in 1998.

In the law of the Catholic Church (Canon Law) this new
sponsorship form is called a Public Juridic Person, a
term used to designate those officially entrusted with
a mission of the church. This ensures that a health care
organization participates in the name of the church with
the full authority of the church. Since the inauguration
of the Catholic Health Sponsors of Ontario, three
other Religious Communities have transferred the
sponsorship of their respective institutions to CHSO
sponsorship.

Today 17 health care organizations comprising of 34
separate institutions share acommon bond of excellence,
quality and compassion, continuing the legacy of their
pioneering Sister founders. As an incorporated body the
CHSO has defined responsibilities under Canon Law,
Civil Law and the Federal Corporations Act.

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Sault Ste. Marie continue their
involvement in St. Joseph’s General Hospital, Elliot Lake
by having a representative of the Sisters as an ex-officio
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voting trustee on the board and by having two Sisters as
members of the Board of CHSO, the new sponsoring entity.

60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

On Monday, April 8, 2019, St. Joseph’s General
Hospital celebrated its 60th anniversary of serving
the public’s health care needs. The anniversary event
began with a Mass celebrated in the hospital chapel by
Bishop Marcel Damphousse of the Diocese of Sault
Ste. Marie. They were joined by former CEOs Sister
Sarah Quakenbush and Mike Hukezalie. Following the
Mass, there was a luncheon in the hospital cafeteria
which served about 42 people.

Atthe luncheon a few of the dignitaries addressed the group
in the cafeteria, including Bishop Marcel Damphousse,
Greg Humbert, of the Catholic Health Sponsors of Ontario,
Sister Sarah Quakenbush, as well as Pierre Ozolins. Also
present was Sheila Hoo, grandniece of Sister St. Camillus,
the founder and first administration of St. Joseph’s General
Hospital in 1959. While the actual anniversary date for the
official opening of St. Joseph’s General Hospital was in
September of 1959, Ozolins remarked that their aim was
to mark the anniversary closer to the Feast of St. Joseph,
which is March 19",

Sister Bonnie MacLellan, General Superior of the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Sault Ste. Marie, was unable to
attended the anniversary. However, she sent a speech
that was read by Sisters of St. Joseph of Sault Ste. Marie
General Counsel member Sister Bonnie Chesser.
“Today, we celebrate not only the 60™ anniversary
of St. Joseph’s (General) Hospital. We celebrate
60 years of relationship; 60 years of commitment;
and 60 years of service. We celebrate the
administration and leadership of the hospital over
the years, including Sister Camillus, Sister Sheila;
Sister Miriam Downey, Sister Marjorie Shannon,
Sister Sarah Quackenbush — with our first lay
administrator, Mike Hukezalie, followed by Pierre
Ozolins.We also celebrate today the development
of the Camillus Centre. Like the genesis of the
hospital, which began at the request of the mining
companies, the chemical dependency rehabilitation
centre, later to be renamed the Oaks, was initiated at
the request of the mining companies. Recognizing
that chemical dependency is an illness requiring
treatment, the centre was opened in 1984, and
appropriately named after the builder of the hospital
— Sister Camillus.”

To honour the 60" Anniversary of the hospital and
the lasting legacy of the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Sault Ste. Marie, a wall-mounted display panel about
the hospital’s first Administrator, Sr. Camillus, was
permanently placed in each of the three organizations.

Left to right: Ms. Cynthia Dwyer, SUGHEL Pastoral
Care/Mission Integration, Rev. Anthony Man-Son-Hing,
Pastor, Mr. Greg Humbert, Catholic Health Sponsors
of Ontario, Chief Elaine Johnson SIGHEL Board
Chair, His Excellency Marcel Damphousse, Bishop of
Roman Catholic Diocese of Sault Ste. Marie,

Mr. Pierre Ozolins, SGJHEL Chief Executive Officer,
Ms. Connie Free, SUGHEL Chief Nursing Executive.
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APPENDIX ONE
St. Joseph’s Hospital Administrators

Sr. St. Camillus (Mary Tierney) Sr. M. Sheila (Kathleen O’Loughlin) Sr. Miriam (Margaret Downey)
1958-1961 1961-1968 1968 — 1974

I“.

Sr. Marjorie Shannon Mr. Mike Hukezalie
1974-1987 1987-1999 1999-2015

Mtr. Pierre Ozolins
2015 - Present

Foundations ~ The Great Canadian Catholic Hospital History Project Number Seven ~ page 14



